. Previous articles have- reported on
- Mr. Wilson’s recruitment of pilots and
mechanics from the United States and !
. Britain to fly and. maintain planes for :
1t‘u’ Libyan Air Force, his attempt to *
“sall restricted American compuzer
.echnology to the Soviet Union, his use
c]Army Specuxl Forces troops to train |

terrorists in Libya, evidence that in- |-

‘ vestigators say links him to the at-
- tempted murderof a Libyan student in’
"Colorado and that a company?
" he controlled bribed a Federal official.
iThe House Select Committee on Intel-
llge.nce and the Justice Department.,
_areinvestigating the matter.. ~‘__ L
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WASBING"' ON: Edwm P
Wilson used the techniqmand ecntacts
e developed as anr intélligence agent tg
assemblea muftzmxmon-dolhrbusiness
empire, accordmg m' former a.ssoel::ttm;2

. An Amenmn agent-for'more than 20
-years, Mr. Wilson is'now living in Trip—
. oli, a fugitive from an indictment charg
" ing him with illegal dealings in explo-

! sives. He works for the Government of
i Libya, training terrorists and recruiting
. Western pilots and mechamcs, accord-
i ing to United States officials. * :
; He has made a profession of Aoovert
. operations. From 1955 to 1976 he worked.
, for the Central Intelligence Agency and
! Office ot Naval Intelligence, often with
: distinction, and became skilltul at con-
ducting clandestine comme-rcxal ven-
tures for those agenc:es

For the last five years he has contm-
_ued to practice, as a civilian, the busi-
ness of intelligence and covert cperas:
tiuns, often for unh'ieud}y gwemments
"and 'upially at Jarge personal profit. J

Records show that Mr. Wilson's ﬁnan-
cial assets increased enormousty while:
r:awas still in the'Government and that |
tbeynow total many millions of dollars. -

Many Government emplovees, Imm
generals to lawyers, leave public serv-
Jdce every year and turn their experi-|
.ences into private profit. But Mr. Wil-
scnscnselsspedal He is working for
cstmtna hostile to the United States,
?emp}oymg his trammg as a spy mv&stx-
{gations have shown.

For Goverament ofﬁcxals, his au'eer”
fllustrates a growing problem: Many in
telligence and military employees leave)'
the Government and enter civilian life
»'*nth skills that are not marketable or
;aremegal in the United States but arein

. idernand abroad. There is, the officials.

=2 ,tbetemptanonfntthaeagentsandt :

ser.vicemen to put their experience to
,work for foreign powasin away thatis
'eot in the bat mtemt of the Umted-
iStates, ]
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‘"“:Smnsﬁeld‘mmer “Director of Central]’
‘ Intemgence in-the Carter Administra-

“‘cl%‘. “Theethic of;intelligence,” Mr.|,
'ﬁxmerwmte “isto get the job dane inj-
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i-fion, noted the problem in a recent arti-

spiteof locallaws.”’:,

Stanley Sporkin, the gemeral counsel,
has said that be is. exploring pessible!’
measures to control the actions of indid;

viduals who leave the agency. Mr. Spor—; 1
& kmremsatooommentonthespeaﬁc

activities of Mr. Wilscn...
Repeated telephone calis to Mr. le-
sonin Libya have gone unanswered. =
The date of Mr. Wilson’s re-entry into|
pnvate life is recorded in Government;-
personpel files as April 1376. But an/.
examination of Mr. Wilson's career,
‘from corporate records in several coun-;
tries and interviews with dozens of cur-|
rent and former associates, shows that;
his transition fmm public to pnvatg life
was blhurred. ,
- CoutimﬁngGovermnenthks
Specxﬁmliy, the- examination shaws
thesethings:
gAs a Government agent, Mr. Wilson
" participated in operations
_arms smuggling and the intimidation of
‘adversaries. He also learned to set up
dummy corporations and secz‘et bank
accounts. -
GFor at least two years after he left
the Government, Mr. Wilson used some
of the same consulting companies for
private deals that earlier served as
cover for his intelligence operations.
9As a private businessman, Mr. Wil-
~S0n maintained business relationships
with kxey American and foreign intelli-
gence and military cfficials he had
worked withwhileinthe C.LA.

q1n the last five years Mr. Wﬂsor;has .

. used unwitting organizations for his per-
sonalbeneﬁt, ]ustasbecnce used them
‘ornnelhgencepurpo:&s -

* $IDrawing on his C.I1.A.- expenence
1oMr. Wilson created a clandestine inter-| am
national network of dozens of corpora-
ticns, agents, hideouts, post office boxesj;

..andsecmtbankaccountsmtheUmted
States, Great Britain, Belgium, Switzer-

“land, Maltaandl.xbya

The blurring of Mr. Wilson's public)

-and private activities is of immediate
concern to° Federal prosecutors. Theyi
“have almdy charged Mr. Wilson with}-

. The followmg article is based on reportmg by Jé
andwas wnnen by M Gerth..

tﬁat involved; -
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covert operations and business activi-
ties simultanecusly. According -to a
‘résumé he prepared for himself and in-

{ telligence officials, Mr. Wilson, while in]

the C.I.A., ran several companies that
served as cover for official mtelhgence
cperations. . .

. Millionaireas U.S. Alde

Atthe same time he was runnmg busi-
nesses designed as cover for intelligence
‘activities, Mr. Wilson maunaged to be-
come a’wealthy man. Acco to
credit records, ke listed his net worth at
$200,000 in 1967and$2mﬂhonmApnl
1976, the month he left Government
service. It is not clear precisely how he
made so much money, but Government
officials surmies that he benefited from
the commercial activities he ran for the
intelligence agencies. Intelligence offi-
cials say that nowadays its auchts wou.'ld
prevent suchabuses.

Today, Mr. Wilson’s real estate hold.
ings in northern Virginia alone are
worth more than $5 million, and his net-
 worth, including land.in Europe, Swiss
‘bank accounts -and corporate stock
amounts to many millions more.

Early in Mr. Wilson’s career as a cov-
ert operative, he became an officer in
'the Seafarers International Union. He
described the union in his résumé as an
- “unwitting U_S. labor- orgamzauon m
maritime field.” -

“Inhis capacity as aunion ofﬁciaJ,Mr
-Wilson helped coordinate varicus C.1.A.
activities against Cuba ,“Including the
Bay of Pigs invasion. He supplied for-
_eign agents with arms and took part in
operations designed to harass Fidei Cas-

tro, the Cuban leader. Unian officials
said through a spokesman’ that they:
_wouldhave po comment.s.~ < 317 ss




